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HERE are many fran-
chises that involve
working with chil-
dren, and experience
in nurseries, schools,
childcare or as a
parent could be the ideal
qualification to get started.

‘Working with children can be
hugely ing, and you ean run a
successful business while making a
real difference to your community,’
says Nigel Toplis of Computer-
Xplorers, where franchisees teach
computer skills to children aged
three to 13.

‘You do not need experience as a
teacher or with IT, because train-
ing is provided in the package,
which costs £24,500.

When working with children,
expect to have your background
checked and to do the same for
any staff you take on, Franchisors
can help here.

. Amanda Coxen, of childcare
recruitment franchise Tinies, says:
‘Quite rightly, the checks on people
who want to work with children
are far more rigid than in any other
industry. Central office back-up for
aur franchisees includes a legal
Jdepartment and a centralised
system for carrying out Criminal
Records Bureau checks.”

Tinies franchises offer nannies
and maternity nurses to parents,
and childcarers to nurseries. The
start-up cost is from £17,000.

Many franchises involving
children are aimed at parents, and
they can be fitted around a family.

Talking Tots, for instance,
involves running sessions to
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develop pre-literacy and commu-
nication skills to prepare children
for formal sehool.

‘You usually work in term-time
only, though you can work in
holidays, too, says Tracey Park,
ime of thét ajtx;ic !%seuhtand

anguage erap sts who set up
Talking

They are looking for people used
to dealing with children who are
passionate about child develop-

ment and communication. Full

training and lesson plans are

- included in the set-up fee of £7,700.

Franchisees with Playtime
Activity Centre can even take their
children to work — and the
children will love it.

Playtime Activity Centre fran-
chisees run a three-storey softpl: aﬁv
centre offering chil ren
weather play, plus snacks
drinks, Parents can work, read
magazines and surf the net, while
keeping an eye on their children.

‘Being a parent helps because
you understand what children
want,’ says Victoria Robson of
Playtune Activity Centre. It's a full-

e franchise, and you need at

Ieast £35,000 to get started with all
the equipment, gg,d tﬁing out.
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B ComputerXplorers 01530 513 308
Tinies 020 7384 0322, Talking Tots
01253 735 355; Playtime Activity
Centre 0845 013 §249.
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