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OUR childcare experience

could be used to build a
business. A wide choice of
franchises involve working

. with children, and being a
parent can be useful when it

comes to businesses such as these.
‘If you are looking for a sector that is
rewarding, interesting and satisfying,

consider a children’s franchise,’ says Nigel '

Toplis, of ComputerXplorers, a franchise
based around teaching computer skills to
children aged from three to 13.

‘Working with children can be hugely
fulfilling, and you can run & Succes
business while making a real difference to
Your community,’ says Mr Toplis, who is
ooking for more franchisees. You do not need

eﬁser nce of teaching, computers or
o

dren, as you will be trained to deliver the

course in a professional but entertaining way.

The ComputerXplorers franchise costs
£24,500, but currently, the pilot

franchises are discounted to and tr

18,750. trac!

When it comes to working with franchisees’ business comes from
children, there are exfra regula- children’s parties.
tions involved, so expect Criminal ‘It is importan
Records Bureau (CRB) checks as  working with en, beca :
part of the recruitment process. “many a Go-Kart Party is their first

‘All our operators are required to  experience of drivin;
have enhanced CRB clearance in vehicle, and you must make that a
England and Wales and Disclosure happy experience,’ says Mr Usher.
Scotland elearance north of the Franchisees also take the track to
border,’ says Gerry Usher from Go-  corporate events, fetes and fairs,
Kart Party. and most of the wi

The franchise involves hiring out weekends. The cost is £25,000.

- Many child-centr
e work,

‘The only fixed hours are those
when you are takin
otherwise you can fif f
business into your own timetable,”
says Cheryl Brown from Kumon.

“You need no teaching
but you must have soli

~ what they are ndll_m to do and

dithering, or lots of options,
mwrﬂusg%nwndt:nm%utham

- ‘Ifactivities are organised, they

and a challenge,’ he
istike hesitation or

then do it.

feel comfortable and so do
their parents, and you can
combine safety with fun.’

and mﬁths skills, business acumen
and enthusiasm to motivate

~ children. The start-up fee is £400.

With coneerns that more children

| are becoming obese, there are

lenty of franchises aimed at
oosting their fitness. F

Boogie Bounce, whose fran-
chisees run trampoline-based
exercise classes, is branching out
info schools, with some franchisees
offering affer-school clubs and

lessons as part of the curriculum.

_ Training is included in the £6,500
investment, but extra costs include
trampolines and the course leading
to the RSA Exercise to Music
qualification. > 3
Tumble Tots franchisees run
physical play programmes for
under-fives, and you can fit it round
a family, though you must be able
to complete 24 sessions a week. The

cost is £17,000. A new children’s
franchise has just been launched by
actress Pauline Quirke, famous for
television's Birds Of A Feather,
which involves teaching children
drama, come%ﬂ}nmusical theatre,
television and skills,

Called the Pauline Quirke Acad-
emy, it requires no performing or
teaching experience, but you must
be inspired, creative and willing to
work weekends.

There is no franchise fee, but you
need up o £2,500 for props and
equipment. There is an open day
for potential franchisees on
November 3, in London.

W ComputerXplorers 01530 513 308,
Kumon Educational 0800 854 714,
Boogie Bounce 01827 671 00,
Tumble Tots 0121 585 7003, Pauline
irke Academg 08456 732 022,
o-Kart Party 0870 116 2000.
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